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Inizdane Mohamadou knows he has a long, exhausting day ahead of him. But he has 

been waiting for this day for weeks. He knows that, as the school headmaster, his 

pupils and their parents are relying on him - and he has no intention of letting them 

down. 

The task before him today, as simple as it sounds, is of paramount importance. He 

will be travelling from his village to Akbounou, the capital of his commune, where a 

mobile court hearing will take place to register some sections of the population 

whose births were never recorded. 

His job is to ensure that all of his pupils have a birth certificate by the end of the 

day. ‘This is a momentous opportunity for us. Having these documents is 

so important for the people of our commune,’ he says. 

Inizdane got up early this morning. He lives in a remote little village in the Tahoua 

region of northern Niger. Infrastructure there is limited and villagers often need to 

walk several kilometres to access basic public services. 

His school is one of 27 in the huge 5 300 square kilometre commune to which his 

village belongs. Inizdane knows that the area in question is particularly vast: the 

civil registrar is responsible for a population of 47 000, scattered across numerous 

villages. 

‘Because of the distance, many parents fail to register their newborn 

children with the Civil Registry Office by the official deadline. These 

mobile court hearings give them the chance to put things right,’ he 

explains. 

Only three of the hundred and four pupils in his little school have a birth certificate. 

Yet, without this document they are unable to register for examinations to get into 

high school, meaning that primary school effectively marks the end of the road for 

their education. 

So when the authorities told him that a mobile court was coming to the area, 

Inizdane informed the parents and explained how important it was to register their 

children. 

Although not all of them are able to make the trip today because they can't afford 

the transport or have work commitments elsewhere, the headmaster has reassured 

them that he won't let them down. 

He hops onto his moped and rides back and forth along the 14 kilometres of track 

between his village and Akbounou, with children riding pillion on each trip. ‘I've 

already done three round trips on my moped with two kids riding on the 
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back each time, so that's six children who have had their births 

registered. The village chief does the same thing,’ he went on. 

But organising transport - at his own expense - is not the only task on Inizdane's 

list. He helps the authorities register his pupils by pre-filling their declarations. It's a 

repetitive, time-consuming task that requires a huge amount of concentration. As 

far as Inizdane is concerned, it's only natural that he helps out like this - after all he 

knows the children's names, ages and parents better than any civil registrar. 

‘Armed with their birth certificate, these children have a nationality and 

can then obtain an identity card proving that they are Nigerien citizens. 

That means that they can sit their exams, continue their education, work, 

travel, exist! ’ he says, enthusiastically. 

Sitting at his little desk in a corridor of the town hall where the mobile court has 

been set up, he prepares to register 8-year-old Fatimata Alhaadi, who patiently 

waits to give him her details so that he can fill in the register. 

All around them the atmosphere is celebratory - like a national holiday. The school 

pupils and some other children and their parents who have made the trip wait 

impatiently for the precious key to official existence that will finally enable them to 

exercise their full rights.  
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