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Sokhna Faye is a 50-year-old mother of seven. Originally from the city of Thiès in 

Senegal, some 100 km from Dakar, she followed her husband to the nearby town of 

Mboro when he moved there for work in 1985. But the little money he was making 

was not enough to feed the whole family. ‘My husband alone could not provide for 

us. I decided to get into farming to take some of the financial pressure off my 

husband. I've loved farming ever since I was a child. My father was a farmer too,’ 

she told us. 

Two years after moving to Mboro, Sokhna rented a half-hectare plot of land for 

EUR 11 per harvest. The field was 2 km away from her home. ‘I had to walk there 

because I couldn't afford public transport.’ 

Every morning, Sokhna would make breakfast for the family, do the housework and 

then head off to her field. She would use water from the well in the field to water 

her plot. When done, she would return home to make lunch. ‘Being a woman, I 

couldn’t work in the field like a man does, because I had to take care of the 

household chores first.’ 

After a while she took on a seasonal worker who helped her with the work. As a rule, 

seasonal workers only become available two months after the start of sowing, as 

they are busy during the rainy season. ‘Until the seasonal worker arrived, I worked 

the plot alone. I sowed the seeds and watered them for the next two months. Proper 

care and watering are crucial at this stage, but I didn't have time to fully dedicate 

myself to it because I also had all my housework to do. I lost a lot of the crops 

because by the time I'd arrive at the field, the sun would already be high up and the 

heat would dry the seeds out,’ recalls Sokhna. 

The first year she sowed a cheaper, low-yield variety of onion. She ended up with 30 

bags of the product, which she sold to a merchant for EUR 229, earning double the 

money her husband was making. Sokhna was overjoyed. ‘The money was a real 

godsend for my family.’ 

Word about Sokhna reached Souahibou Diaw, President of the Union of Coastal 

Vegetable Growers, who invited her to join the cooperative. ‘I was excited. With the 

help of the cooperative I discovered a variety of onion called Mercedes, which has 

the highest yields. I also took out a bank loan of 150 euros, with the cooperative as 

my guarantor. And an importer from Spain agreed to buy my crop of onions,’ she 

tells us. In this way Sokhna managed to sell two tonnes of Mercedes onions to the 

Spanish importer for 450 euros. 
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‘We admire Sokhna's determination. She is the first woman in Mboro to have 

exported onions,’ the president of the cooperative proudly states. Sokhna's voice is 

emotional as she recalls her success: ‘It was 2010, a year that will stay with me 

forever. A small farmer like myself managed to export onions to Europe. It was a 

huge thing.’ 

As time went by, Sokhna got better organised and gained additional experience. Her 

husband retired and joined her in the fields. In 2012, they exported 8 tonnes of 

onions for EUR 1 200, and a year later 9.5 tonnes bringing in EUR 1 425. 

The whole family reaped the benefits of Sokhna's agricultural venture: ‘I could afford 

to send my children to school and feed and clothe us all.’ 

In order to continue her export business, Sokhna now needs to step up her 

production and, even more importantly, improve the storage conditions for the 

product to keep longer. The European Union has helped her by financing the 

construction of an onion storage and drying plant. Before this, producers were 

forced to sell their crops quickly before they rotted. But now, they can dry their 

onions, store them properly and sell them at the best moment to make the highest 

profit. 

‘I prefer to dry the onions at the plant and store them until the price peaks. A 

kilogram of onions retails at 22 cents, but when supply runs low, the price jumps up 

to 45 cents! I plan to soon double my profits,’ she tells us with a smile on her face. 
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