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Jodi Bieber is a famous South African photographer who has been known around the 

world for the past 20 years. She became part of our trip itinerary thanks to the 

students from Špoģi Secondary School. The young people gave us a task to meet 

that the famous personality in South Africa and do an interview with her. The 

schoolchildren enclosed in their paper one of Jodi’s most famous works – Aisha. This 

is a portrait of Afghan women after she had been brutally mutilated by her own 

husband. 

We communicate with Jodi through e-mails and tell her briefly why we want to meet. 

Jodi’s reply is quick. In her laconic e-mails she explains that she will be in 

Johannesburg on certain days, and offers us a time and place for a conversation. 

Both of us, Andžs and Mārtiņš, are far from being journalists. The things that we do 

professionally are completely unrelated with the media. To interview a person and 

shoot a video of the interview – this is something totally new! So, we are sitting in 

the car on the way to the agreed place and trying to figure out how we should ask 

our questions and what to do if we fail to plunge into conversation. 

Here we are, in Arts on Main area of Johannesburg, where we agreed to meet. Jodi 

has already arrived and she quickly recognizes both of us by the similar expedition 

shirts. At first, there is some embarrassment in the eyes of us all, but Jodi’s broad 

smile encourages us, and soon the conversation starts to flow. 

We find a place in a café where we can sit down and set up the video camera. It 

takes a while for Jodi to get the café manager’s consent to film there. When we 

settle down, Jodi quickly notices that technically we are not quite ready, because 

both the tripod and the microphone are still in our bike bags on board the ship. 

Being a professional, she is not confused by that fact and makes a quick suggestion 

that we use one of our phones as an additional voice recorder. 

The interview can begin – Andžs has to take on ownership of the journalist’s role, 

while Mārtiņš is getting busy as the operator. 

We have thought of starting with the question regarding what Jodi knows about 

Latvia, but it turns out that she has visited this country – she has been to both Riga 

and the countryside and delivered some lectures. Also, some of her earlier ancestors 

come from the Latvian Jewish community. So, Latvians are not a surprise for the 

photographer. 

Then we speak about Jodi’s professional activities. We try to find out how her work 

is perceived in different parts of the world. Jodi reveals that Aisha’s photo has 

https://europa.eu/eyd2015/en/latvia


created a great impact in the world, and she had to listen to very different 

viewpoints. But a photographer’s advantage that he or she can exhibit or publish a 

picture without an obligation to comment on it or explain it. A picture can be allowed 

to speak for itself, and every spectator may read his or her own message there. 

Aisha is a powerful work, and it’s no wonder that the schoolchildren from Špoģi have 

noticed it. 

Looking at Jodi’s photos, it has not escaped our notice that she has reflected the 

lives of South African black people from both a problematic and socially complicated 

point of view, but also from a lot livelier, albeit challenging aspect. We make an 

attempt to understand how these two dimensions coexist. Jodi explains that these 

are essentially two separate collections of photos that were taken at two different 

periods of time. The first one is titled ‘Between Dogs and Wolves’ and it represents 

the lives of young black people during the time of change – in the 1990s, right after 

a shift of power in the country and the end of apartheid, when the situation was still 

very unstable with frequent outbreaks of violence. Jodi’s close people have been 

affected in a very real way by those events and her experiences are also reflected in 

the black-and-white shots included in the project. By contrast, the second photo 

collection, which has a bit lighter and colourful atmosphere, was created ten years 

later, when the situation in the country became much calmer. This collection is 

called ‘Soweto’, which is the name of one of the urban areas adjacent to 

Johannesburg where mainly black people live. These photos make the viewer look at 

the space, traditionally regarded as depressive, though a different prism. 

At the end of our conversation, we ask Jodi to recommend us some destination or 

set a task, just like the Latvian schoolchildren did. The photographer says that she 

would really like us to visit the Mozambican coast and enjoy the hospitality of the 

locals, as well as taste the seafood. 

When parting with us, Jodi sends her heartfelt greetings to the schoolchildren of 

Špoģi and invites them to visit South Africa one day. 

We take the last farewell picture and then part our ways. Jodi is leaving today for 

the Northern Cape, but we have to give a thought to the further tasks set by the 

students and continue exploring the African continent. We are extremely grateful to 

the famous photographer for the time spent with us and for encouraging us to look 

for new interesting people to talk to on our way. The first step towards adventurous 

journalism has been made. 

A good insight in the works referred to in this article may be gained by visiting Jodi’s 

website: http://www.jodibieber.com 

 

http://www.jodibieber.com/


About the expedition 

Two motorcyclists - Andžs Ūbelis and Mārtiņš Sils – are on the expedition from the 

Cape of Good Hope (Capetown, South Africa) to the farest Northern Cape in Europe 

and then back to Riga. The overall length of the expedition is 25 thousand km. 

During the trip both motorcyclists will implement the tasks given by Latvian pupils at 

the contest ''Discover Africa for me'' („Atklāj man Āfriku’’). The contest was one of 

the main EYD activities in order to raise interest and awaranes of Latvian youth on 

global development. Overall 100 applications from 13 Latvian schoold were sent in. 
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