
“I‘m so happy to see people bringing hope to our lives. We couldn‘t return to our 

village because our houses were burned during the war and I‘m afraid that there are 

still unexploded ordnance around. We need help to clear these dangers and to 

rebuild our village”, says Tantua Dikatula, a 65 year old Muslim former resident of 

Lumbac village in the southern Philippines.  

This follows an Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) risk education session in her village 

delivered by the NGO Fondation Suisse de Déminage (FSD, Swiss Foundation for 

Mine-clearing). UXO are grenades, mortar shells, anti-tank missiles, rockets, aircraft 

bombs, etc. that were fired or dropped, but have yet to explode.  

“After what you’ve taught me, I wouldn’t pick up a UXO even if someone offered me 

a million pesos,” says Mrs. Mondejar, a Christian resident of the nearby village of 

Inudaran, following the presentation.  

Both women, Christian and Muslim, belong to mixed communities affected by armed 

conflict. Rebels, militias and security forces in the southern Philippines have been 

fighting each other for over four decades resulting in the loss of an estimated 

120,000 lives and the displacement of over 2 million people.  

In 2000, one of the main rebel groups, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) 

launched a number of attacks in the area. In response, the government declared an 

'all-out war'. Both women’s villages were caught up in the fighting. 

Inudaran, which means 'lucky' in the local language, was turned into a bloody 

battlefield overnight. The fighting involved shelling, mortar bombardment, aerial 

bombing and ground combat. After suffering heavy casualties, MILF rebels were 

forced to retreat into the hills.  

After the fighting ended, the destruction was laid bare. All the villagers had left the 

district – Inudaran had a population of zero in the official 2001 census – and most of 

the buildings were destroyed beyond repair. This included the only local elementary 

school, today a ruin, riddled with bullet holes and shrapnel marks.  

This was not the only legacy. The few who dared to return soon encountered one of 

the most hazardous legacies of modern warfare: Unexploded Ordnance - UXO.  

One of those who came back to the village was 15-year-old Nelito Tokiro, who was 

seriously injured after he found a mortar bomb under a coconut tree. He dismantled 

it and whilst he was playing with the fuse, it exploded. Having never seen a mortar 

bomb before, he wasn’t aware of the dangers.  

FSD teams carry out mines and UXO risk education, to inform affected communities 

of the dangers, and safe behaviours to adopt. As part of the process, the teams 

report any device found to police and army explosive ordnance disposal teams, and 

relay requests for UXO clearance and other assistance.  



Today Inudaran is making an effort to overcome its dreadful past. As the parties to 

the conflict have brokered a peace agreement after more than 16 years of on and off 

negotiations, peace and order have been re-established and the different religious 

groups live together side by side. In 2011, the village launched its new motto, 'From 

Battleground to Playground', as it hosted the first of its annual long-board 

competitions on what they claim to be the longest racetrack for this sport in the 

whole of Asia. At least some of the destroyed houses have been rebuilt, and new 

buildings like a medical centre and a day care centre have been erected. However 

much more remains to be done with the local school still in ruins and many 

unexploded ordnance leaving the population at risk. 
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